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Weekly Newsletter: 4 November 2025 
 

 

Christmas Appeal 2026 
By Andy Scott 

 

This year, we are again asking the congregation for suggestions for projects that can be supported by the 

Christmas Appeal.   While the congregation is free to suggest any project, the elders are keen to encourage 

projects that reflect the developing aims of the church.  

 

The elders will be looking particularly for projects that enhance or support the following areas:-  

▪ Within the fellowship: preaching, prayer, congregational discipleship, or youth work  

▪ Our local missional/outreach work  

▪ Supporting other training and church planting organisations: - e.g. 20 Schemes, Free Church, Bonar 

Trust, Cornhill Scotland  

▪ Ministry partners that we pray for and support throughout the year (not our Holyrood missionaries 

who are given financial support through our summer appeal) 

 

Please send your suggestion to me (andyandlizscott@gmail.com) by Sunday 9 November. The suggestions 

will be discussed by the elders on 13 November and go into newsletter at the end of November/ start of 

December.  

 

Just a reminder that last year we supported the Onesimus Fund (Cornhill Scotland), Delhi Bible Institute, 

Merchant City Church Plant, Bethany Christian Trust, Friends International and Sparkle Sisters. Many thanks. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Service for the Life of Norna Swanson 
 

For anyone who missed Norna’s Thanksgiving Service, it was recorded and here’s the link to the service  - 

https://youtube.com/live/Gv9FuZZMP4g 

 

 

Jane Paxton’s Funeral Arrangements 
 

Jane Paxton’s funeral will take place on Wednesday 12 November at 2pm at Langton Parish Church, Gavin-

ton, Duns and the family are interring her ashes beforehand at 1.30pm in Duns Cemetery, Stoneymuir Road, 

Duns. Contact Liz@holyroodevangelical.org if you would like help with organising a lift there. 
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December Dates 
 

Here are dates for your diary and the plans for December: 

 

▪ 1, 8 and 15 December: Warm Space from 12noon – 3pm 

▪ 10 December: Last Home Group for this term. They are back on Wednesday 14 January. 

▪ 12 December: Holyrood Youth Christmas Party from 7-9pm in the church 

▪ 15 December: Last Baby and Toddler Group for the term from 10 – 11.30am 

▪ 16 December: Carols by Candlelight in the Park from 6.30 – 7.15pm 

▪ 17 December: Prayer Meeting from 7-8pm 

▪ 21 December: Worship service at 10.30am and Christmas Carol Service at 6pm 

▪ 28 December: Worship services at 10.30am and 6pm 

▪ 31 December: Hogmanay Ceilidh in the church 7-10pm 

 

Please note there will be no Home Groups on Christmas Eve or a service on Christmas Day. Thank you! 

 

 

Meal and Prayer Meeting – this Wednesday  
 

Tomorrow evening (5 November) we are having a meal together before the prayer meeting. Come from 

5.45pm, food will be served at 6pm and we’ll pray together from 7-8pm.  

 

Joanna Manners (Friends International) is not able to join us and we’re looking forward to hearing from 

Josh Strike from Christians in Sport instead. 

 

 

C.S. Lewis Institute Event – this Friday 
 

We are delighted to be hosting an event for the C.S. Lewis Institute Edinburgh and are invited to step into 

the fascinating world of C.S. Lewis' Christianity  - it's more compelling than you might think! A world-re-

nowned C.S. Lewis expert, Dr Jerry Root, Emeritus Professor 

of Wheaton College will give a lecture on the subject of 'Rea-

sonable Faith: The Compelling Christianity of C.S. Lewis'.  

 

The evening will begin with tea and coffee, followed by a lec-

ture with Prof Dr Jerry Root, and will end with a Q&A with Joe 

and Prof Dr Jerry Root. 

 

Date: Friday 7 November 2025 

Time: *7.30pm-9.30pm (*Doors Open at 7pm) 

Tickets are free but please register for one here. 

 

 

Photos for the Church Website 
 

On Sunday 16 November, Claire Rawlinson will be coming along to take photos to go on the church website. 

Please let Liz@holyroodevangelical.org know if you do not want to be included in any of the photographs. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/csli-edinburgh-reasonable-faith-the-compelling-christianity-of-cs-lewis-tickets-1756337666239?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawNtko1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE1c2xrZmRaRjRpU3JKZ3RHAR6Qm_y649nUgJS2JNt1_7pgfcWBf-5012fi-bjWGR-C1MCvALYWmzfZaFJZgA_aem_r9i3hrw_7EzFUKb-NRE03w


 

 

 

Ladies’ Breakfast – this Saturday   
 

We’re looking forward to getting together as women on Sat-

urday 8 November from 9.30 – 11am. We’ll have breakfast 

together first and the programme will start at 10am. Please 

contact Anncris (anncrisr@gmail.com) if you would like to 

bring something for breakfast and haven’t already signed up! 

 

We’re delighted that Sarah Shearer (Musselburgh Baptist 

Church) is coming along to speak to us and all women are 

welcome! Please contact Liz@holyroodevangelical.org if you 

have any questions. 

 

 

Quiz Evening – Friday 14 November  
 

The Mission Team are planning a Quiz Evening on Friday 14 November from 7pm – 9.30pm in 

the church.  

 

Refreshments and bakes will be served. Please keep the evening free and think about who you 

could invite! Contact Alex and Shona if you have any questions 

 

 

Confident Christianity Half-Day Conference – Saturday 15 November 
 

In our increasingly secular and pluralistic society, many Christians feel unsure how to share their faith with 

clarity and confidence—especially when faced with apathy or tough questions about God, suffering, or 

eternity. That’s why Solas is partnering with Buccleuch Free Church for a Confident Christianity Half-Day 

Conference on Saturday 15 November from 9.30am – 1pm. The speakers Steve Osmond and Gavin Mat-

thews and tickets can be bought here. 

 

 

Responding to the Rebirth – Saturday 22 November 
 

Across the UK, interest in the spiritual is rising again. 

There’s a surprising rebirth in belief in God. 

And it’s time to respond… 

 

Don’t miss Responding to the Rebirth—a one-day 

conference with Glen Scrivener and Justin Brierley. 

The conference is taking place in London but we 

are livestreaming it in Holyrood on Saturday 22 November.  

 

Timings for the day haven’t been released yet but it looks like doors will open at 9.30am for a 10am start 

and it will finish about 4.30pm. Please bring your own lunch and hot and cold drinks will be provided. If you 

are coming, please complete the form here so that we have an idea of numbers, thanks! 
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Scripture Union Scotland - Drummond High School 
 

SU Scotland is in the process of setting up Local Ministry Hubs across the coun-

try. These hubs are based around a high school and its feeder primary schools 

and gather local Christians with a heart for children and young people in the 

local community. 

 

We are looking for someone from Holyrood to join with the SU team in praying 

for Drummond High School and its associated primary schools. There is an opportunity to gather together 

on Tuesday 9th December from 7.30-8.30pm at Bellevue Chapel on Rodney Street. There SU will share what 

is happening in the local community, discuss ideas for how to serve the local schools, and pray together.  

 

Please let Liz@holyroodevangelical.org know if you’re able to be involved in this way. 

 

 

Open Doors - Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
 

On Saturday 15 November there is a Scotland Prayer Vigil for the Perse-

cuted Church that will run alongside the Open Doors Prayer Vigil in Wit-

ney. In Scotland, the drop-in event will be from 10am – 1pm at St Mungo’s Church, Balerno. There will also 

be online Prayer Vigil from 7 – 8 pm that you can register for here.  

 

 

Church Calendar  
 

For your info and prayers: 

 

▪ Wednesday: Meal from 5.45pm and Prayer Meeting at 7pm 

▪ Friday: CS Lewis Institute Event from 7.30 – 9.30pm 

▪ Saturday: Ladies’ Breakfast from 9.30 – 11am 

▪ Remembrance Sunday: 

o Worship Service at 10.30am – Joe Barnard preaching (live streamed)  

o Christmas Choir Practice after the morning service 

o Evening Service at 6pm – Joe Barnard preaching (live streamed) 

▪ Monday: Baby and Toddler Group from 10am – 11.30am 

  

 

 
 

 
www.holyroodevangelical.org 

Incorporated as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation, Scottish Charity Number SCO44820 

mailto:Liz@holyroodevangelical.org
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/idop/
http://www.holyroodevangelical.org/

